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FUTURE TENSES

WILL (FUT. SIMPLE)

* Predictions
don’t know):

We’'ll travel
to Mars in 20 years.
* Sudden decisions:
I'm hungry!
I'll make a sandwich.
* Offerings:
-Will you have
something to drink?
- No thanks,

| won't have
anything.

(we

BE GOING TO

* Plans & intentions
(an idea for the
future):
I’'m going to meet
my friends.

(but I haven’t
phoned them yet)

* Evident predictions

(something we

know):

We are going to have
a baby in 2 months.

Look at the sky!
It’s going to rain
in a few minutes.

PRES. CONTIN.

* Arrangements:
planned actions at a
specific time (your
intention or plan has
been arranged):

I’'m meeting

my friends at seven.
We re having

a birthday party.

PRES. SIMPLE
* future events at a
specific time
(timetables or
schedules):

The plane takes

land at 11:40.

We leave to
Edimburgh at nine.

é TIIAME
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There is another way to form the simple future tense
that is a bit less obvious. In addition to the will’
construction above is the form to be’ + going to’ +
infinitive'.

Contrary to some of the other verb tenses, the simple
future tense is really only used to write about
actions, situations, or events that will happen at
0 N some time from now.
@ —> < lwill go to the store and pick up the groceries.
e We are going to walk the dog around the block a
few times.

Y,
W > 4
& /%
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The future progressive, sometimes called the future
continuous, verb tense describes a continuous
action that is happening sometime in the future.

/
=
‘ " This form is created using helper verb will’ + to be’ +
infinitive’ + -ing'. This looks confusing but it is
pretty simple when there is an example, such as |
ATT E N T | 0 N will be going to the movies with my friends for my

birthday next week'.

Feel free to sprinkle some time adverb modifiers
here a well to indicate just how far into the future
the action will take place.
e | will be talking to your teacher tomorrow.
o We will be taking you and your friends to the
movies on Saturday for your birthday.
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Future perfect talks about an action that will have

been completed at some point in the future (i.e. it is

known when the action will be finished and there is
~no reason to think it is an ongoing activity).

W ! 'j This verb is formed with will' + to have’ + infinitive’ +
8 s -ed’ such as He will have spent all his bonus money
' by Christmas’.

As shown in the example above, time adverbs are
essential to really know when the action will have
been finished up in the future time.
e | will have read two more chapters in my
textbook by dinner.
e You will have made $20 in sales when you finish
selling the rest of your cookies today.
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FUTURE PERFECT )
PROGRESSIVE A aME

And here’s where the verb tenses become confusing
so let’s try to break this down a bit. The future
perfect tense, shown above, contains an action that
is happening in the future and will have been
completed by a specific time period The future
perfect CONTINUOUS tense, on the other hand, uses
an ongoing action that you will be enacting for a
duration of time but will be completed in the future.

The form of the verb is will’ + passive to have’ +
infinitive’ + -ing.’

Time adverbs indicate both the duration of action
time as well as when the action will be completed so
the future progressive and future perfect
progressive can be very easily misidentified and
used incorrectly.
e By next week, | will have been taking piano
lessons for three years.
e We will have been riding in the car for eight
hours when we reach my grandma’s house.




T I M E For describing TIME and PLACE, P L A C E
the prepositions IN, ON, and AT go from GENERAL to SPECIFIC.

Centuries...........The 19005 Genera|
Decades ...................................... The 90's :
Years........ 990, 2000 Ffa"“--"---------~--~--.--9““"t’"’3
Months ... March, June Parise. Cities

Weeks... ... 5 Weeks

Manhattan...... Neighborhood
~ Seasons Spring

ACar........ Enclosed Space

Time........ ‘£
o More speCIflc Columbus Street............ Streets
Datt;; """""""""""""""""" O N Seventh Avenue..... Avenues
Specific Days.......... My Birthday Toflen Silacet
Day + Part of Day..__Surday Morning ABus Means of Transport
Holidays with "Day".......... The R adio........Communications
Hours......
Parts of the Day____ 456 State Street.........Addresses



