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Arguably the New World's most
advanced pre-Columbian
civilization, the Maya carved large
stone cities intfo the jungles of
southern Mexico and Central
America, complete with elaborate
plazas, palaces, pyramid-temples
and ball courts. Known for their
hieroglyphic writing, as well as their
calendar-making, mathematics,
astronomy and architecture skills.
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http://www.history.com/topics/maya
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The Indus began building
seftlements in present-day India
and Pakistan as early as 8,000
years ago, making them one of
the earliest civilizations. Around
1900 B.C., however, the Indus,
also known as the Indus Valley
or Harappa civilization, went
info freefall.
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Anasazi

In the dry Four Corners region of
the present-day United States,
the Anasazi built spectacular
stone dwellings info the sides of
cliffs during the 12th and 13th
centuries, some of which
contained hundreds of rooms.
No other U.S. building would be
taller until the construction of the
first skyscrapers in the 1880s.



http://www.history.com/topics/native-american-history/native-american-cultures/videos/demise-of-the-anasazi

Cahokia

By far the largest of these was
Cahokia, located a few miles from
present-day St. Louis, Missouri,
which aft its peak hosted a
population of up to 20,000.
Surrounded by a high wooden
stockade, this inaugural U.S. city
featured many plazas and at least
120 earthen mounds, the largest of
which, known as Monks Mound,
stood 100-feet tall and was built
with some 14 million baskets of saoll.




Greenland’s Vikings
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According to the lcelandic
sagas, Erik the Red led a fleet of 25
boats to colonize Greenland around
A.D. 985, not long after he was
temporarily banished from I|celand
for manslaughter. Setting up ftwo
colonies—a larger Eastern
Settlement and a smaller Western
Settflement—these Vikings herded
goats, sheep and cattle, built stone
churches that can still be seen
today, and hunted caribou and
seals.



http://www.history.com/news/the-viking-explorer-who-beat-columbus-to-america
http://www.history.com/topics/exploration/vikings-history
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Description of Ancient Athens

. .The Streets and House Fronts of Athens. — Progress is slower near the Market Place
because of the extreme narrowness of the streets. They are only fifteen feet wide or even
less, — intolerable alleys a later age would call them, — and dirty to boot. Sometimes they are
muddy, more often thrprmﬂly dusty. Worse still, they are contami inated by great acc umulations
of filth; for the city is without an efficient sewer system or regular scavengers. Even as
the crowd elbows along, a house door will frequently open, an ill-favored slave boy show his
head, and with the yell, “Out of the way!” slap a bucket of dirty water into the street. There
are many things to offend the nose as well as the eyes of men of a later race. It is fortunate
indeed that the Athenians are otherwise a healthy folk, or they would seem liable to perpetual
pestilence [disease]; even so, great plagues have in past years harried [attacked] the city. . . .

1. As aresult of poor sanitation, what was one problem faced by the
city of ancient Athens according to William Stearns Davise



