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Topic 68: Solutions. Advanced. Unit 9 Lost civilizations

Maya

Arguably the New World’s most 

advanced pre-Columbian 

civilization, the Maya carved large 

stone cities into the jungles of 

southern Mexico and Central 

America, complete with elaborate 

plazas, palaces, pyramid-temples 

and ball courts. Known for their 

hieroglyphic writing, as well as their 

calendar-making, mathematics, 

astronomy and architecture skills.

http://www.history.com/topics/maya


Indus

The Indus began building 

settlements in present-day India 

and Pakistan as early as 8,000 

years ago, making them one of 

the earliest civilizations. Around 

1900 B.C., however, the Indus, 

also known as the Indus Valley 

or Harappa civilization, went 
into freefall. 



Anasazi

In the dry Four Corners region of 

the present-day United States, 

the Anasazi built spectacular 

stone dwellings into the sides of 

cliffs during the 12th and 13th 

centuries, some of which 

contained hundreds of rooms. 

No other U.S. building would be 

taller until the construction of the 

first skyscrapers in the 1880s. 

http://www.history.com/topics/native-american-history/native-american-cultures/videos/demise-of-the-anasazi


Cahokia

By far the largest of these was 

Cahokia, located a few miles from 

present-day St. Louis, Missouri, 

which at its peak hosted a 

population of up to 20,000. 

Surrounded by a high wooden 

stockade, this inaugural U.S. city 

featured many plazas and at least 

120 earthen mounds, the largest of 

which, known as Monks Mound, 

stood 100-feet tall and was built 

with some 14 million baskets of soil.



Greenland’s Vikings

According to the Icelandic

sagas, Erik the Red led a fleet of 25

boats to colonize Greenland around

A.D. 985, not long after he was

temporarily banished from Iceland

for manslaughter. Setting up two

colonies—a larger Eastern

Settlement and a smaller Western

Settlement—these Vikings herded

goats, sheep and cattle, built stone

churches that can still be seen

today, and hunted caribou and

seals.

http://www.history.com/news/the-viking-explorer-who-beat-columbus-to-america
http://www.history.com/topics/exploration/vikings-history


1.  As a result of poor sanitation, what was one problem faced by the 

city of ancient Athens according to William Stearns Davis? 


